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Abstract

Due to changes in climate, land use and regional policies, new spatial and water resource integrated management strategies are needed. The aim of WAREMA was to develop participatory watershed planning procedures based on stakeholder networks to contribute in the implementation of the Water Framework Directive 2000/60. New strategies tailored to watersheds, including large protected areas (e.g. Ramsar Sites, Biosphere Reserves) were developed and tested in four pilot projects, in Hungary in the watershed of Lake Velence. The tools that will be used were private – public partnership, context analysis reports, action plans, spatial planning concepts, extensive discussions and information. The parties involved will gain a common vision on the priorities for nature and landscape protection, cultural heritage preservation, socio – economic development and water resource management. The ultimate aim of the project was to achieve a genuinely sustainable regional development based on preservation, enhancement and effective use of local resources.
The objectives of WAREMA project were: to establish the basis for the sustainable regional development of the river basin that – beside the increased utilization and protection of local resources – ensures the integrated regional and water management of the river basin in the course of a planning procedure based on community participation. WAREMA was intended to support the achievement of Water Framework Directive and the preparation of river basin management plan. The method of achieving the objectives defined above was to prepare a regional development concept, corresponding to the long-term goals of river basin management plan (2015), that specifies the long-term strategic aims and priorities with regard to the professional relations in connection with protected areas and water management. WAREMA project worked out an innovative methodology by comparing international results to assist the work on the river basin management plan.

An important element of the background work was the introduction of subject matters on digital maps. The different problem areas were compared to maps of certain fields of use (e.g. the utilisation of Lake Velencei for recreation activities and tourism, or Lake Velencei as a water base to be protected, as well as the conflict between ecological corridors, nature conservation areas and agricultural exploitation).

One of the most important elements of the implementation of the concept and sustainability is to state that the water use of the region should not be regulated only to ensure the water level of Lake Velencei. Other aspects of nature and landscape protection have also to be observed to establish a water resource management system that promotes the development of agroecological farming and the extension of ecotouristic supply, thus, the balance of social, economic and environmental requirements for the entire region can be guaranteed.
