Evaluating Readiness for Distance Learning Implementation
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Abstract:  A new high school educational framework has emerged recently, enabling different forms of obtaining knowledge and skills with the assistance of ICT and without physical presence of students on the location of knowledge source and without physical interaction of the participants. Such a new approach is called e-learning, or sometimes distance learning, although the former is just a subset of the latter. E-learning proved to be very attractive for students, thus many high school institutions make efforts to include this form of learning into their education offer, as soon as possible. However, the implementation of e-learning can take different forms, from an independent way of teaching on all or just some units/ subjects/ programs, to the form of supporting tool or addition to already established systems of education. All of these impose certain requirements that have to be met in order to successfully implement e-learning. In the research described in this paper we evaluated the readiness of the Faculty of Economics Subotica for the implementation of different e-learning forms, i.e. we conducted a research on the degree of fulfillment of prerequisites for e-learning implementation. In the paper we explained the criteria taken under investigation and the rational behind them, described the evaluation methodology, the results we have obtained and our conclusions. 

